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Mr. President, new bill (LBs 537-538. Read for the first time
by title. See page 268 of the I,egislative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair is pleased to announce that Senator
Jacklyn Smith of Hastings has v i s i t i n g t h e Leg i s l at u r e today
Dr. Rober t Sch l ock and 20 students from Hastings College,
specifically, psychology and law class, in the east b a l c o ny , t h e
r ear b a l c o ny . Dr . Sch l oc k , w ould yo u an d y o u r student s p l e ase
stand and be recognized by your Legislature. Thank you . We ar e
p leased t o h av e you visiting with us today. Also unde r t he
north balcony from David Ci t y Hi gh Sch oo l , Senator Schmit
announces the following guests, 8 students from David City High
School with their teacher. Would you folks please stand an d b e
r ecogni z e d . Thank you for visiting. We are g l a d t o h a v e y ou .
Mr. Clerk, more bill introductions, please.

CLERK: Mr. President, first of all, your Committee on Urb an
Affairs, whose Chair is Senator Hartnett, t o whom was r e f e r r ed
LB 53, instructs me to report the same back t o t h e Legis l a t u r e
with the re commendation that it be advanced to General File;
LB 57 General File; LB 123 General File, all signed by Sen ator

Mr. President, new bills. (LBs 539-557 read for the first time
by title. See pages 269-72 the Legislative Journal.)

Hartnett as Chair of the committee.

i n t r o d u c e ?

SENATOR HEFNER PRESIDING

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. Cl e r k , d o you h av e some more b i lls to

ASSISTANT CL E RK : Yes, I do, Mr. President. ( LBs 558- 593 r e a d
fcr ~he f i rst t ime by title. See pag es 273-81 of t h e
Legislative Journ i l . )

SENATOR HEFNER: Do you w a n t t o r ead t h e b i l l s i nt o t he record?

CLERK: Yes, Mr. President, thank you. (LBs 594-597 r ea d f o r
the first time by t i t l e . Se e pa ge 28 1 o f t he Leg i s l at i ve
J ourna l . )

Mr. Pr e s i d e n t ,
r esolu t i o n s .

i n add i t i o n t o t h os e i tems, I h av e new
( Read a b r i e f exp l an at i on of L R s 8 - 1 2. Se e
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new bills. That will be laid over.

Education Committee reports LB 562 to Ge neral Fil e wi t h
amendments attached. That is signed by Senator Withem. (See
page 927 of the Legislative Journal.)

Agriculture Committee reports LB 162 to General File, LB 381
General File, LB 574 Genera l Fi l e , LB 54 General File wi th
amendments, LB 589 indefinitely postponed, LR 14CA indefinitely
postponed, those all signed by Senator Johnson a s Chai r . (See
pages 930-33 of the Legislative Journal.)

Banking Committee r epor t s L B 42 3 t o General File, LB 380 to
General File with amendments, LB 467 indefinitely postponed,
LB 476 indefinitely postponed, LB 759 indefinitely postponed,
t hose s i g n e d b y Sena t o r Landis . ( See p a g e s 9 3 3 - 3 4 of t h e
Legis l a t i v e Jou r n a l . )

Education reports LB 651 to General File with amendments, signed
by Senator Withem and Banking reports LB 319 to General File
with amendments. That i s s i gn ed by Senator L and i s . (See
page 935 of th e Legislative Journal.) I be l i e v e t h at i s a l l
that I nave, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Sen a t o r Cha m bers , y ou h ave an amendment coming up.
Do y o u wi sh t o t ake tha t u p n ow , o r . . . Okay, Sen at or
B ernard- S t evens , y o u h av e o n e . Do you want to try th at now?
We' re getting close to the end of time. What do you think?

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: We' re going to pick it up just for a
couple of minutes here.

PRESIDENT: All right, go ahead. Mr. Cl e r k .

CLERK: Mr . President, Senator Bernard-Stevens would mo v e t o

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Mr. Speaker, or, Mr. President, what
I 'm go i n g t o d o i s I wan t e d t o b r i e f l y explai n wh at t h e b i l l
( sic ) i s , and t he n I ' m g o i n g t o wi t hd r a w i t be ca us e I d o b e l i ev e
we can ge t a vote on the bill at this particular time a nd I ' d
hate for us to have this good discussion and not h a v e t h e b i l l
advance , and I ' m h oping t h e b i l l wi l l ad van c e . What I' ll be
offering on Select File is an amendment, is this particular
amendment that will put in a mechanism and a procedure in place

amend the bill.
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SENATOR LINDSAY: Mr. P resident, I move the adoption of the

PRESIDENT: You he a r d t he motion . A l l i n f avor say ay e .
O pposed nay . Th e y a re a d o p t e d .

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i d en t , I now have an amendment from Senator
Wesely. Senator, I have a note on this one that you would l i k e
to withdraw. I have AM1315 in front of me.

SENATOR WESELY: Yeah, please withdraw that one.

CLERK: I ' m sor r y Se n a t o r , I cou l d n ' t h ea r .

SENATOR WESELY: Yes, please withdraw that one.

CLERK: Withdraw, thank you.

P RESIDENT: I t i s wi t hd r aw n .

Mr. President, the... Senator Wesely would move to a mend t h e
bill, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Senator Wesely.

SENATOR WESELY: Is this amendment 1840'?

CLERK: Y e s s i r .

SENATOR WESELY: Okay. Mr. Pr esident and members, this
a mendment is b ased o n LB 562 a bi l l that was heard by the
Education Committee, LB 706 is a b i l l he ar d b y t he Banking
Committee. They both deal with the topic of asbestos r emoval i n
our schools, a topic I have been involved in s ince 1 9 79 . Th er e
h ave been r e c en t chan g e s i n t h e r u l e s and r egula t i o n s and
mandates from the federal government regarding asbestos in our
schools in particular, but across the board. We have a l so h ad
some state legislation passed last year. This has impacted our
schools tremendously and they are facing tremendous c ost s a cr o s s
the State of Nebraska to meet the mandates of that legislation.
This b i l l and a l so LB 7 0 6 d e a l wi t h mor e t h an a sbest os . Th ey
deal with other environmental hazards. That wou l d a l so i nc l ud e ,
for instance, underground storage tanks and l e a k i n g u n d e r g r o und
tanks that are also the focus of concern in o ther l eg i s l a t i on .

E & R amendments to LB 706.
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With all of this, we are finding some particular environmental
hazards costing schools a great deal of money and in looking at
the options of how to meet the cost involved, the s c h o ol s ar e
interested in having the ability to issue bonds to pay for these
costs . Now LB 706 , in a general sense, addresses this and
LB 562 had more specific language needed by the public schools
in the state. So this amendment would incorporate that
language. They would change a date that we have regarding when
a public hearing has to be held on this topic, the schools have
been having trouble with that date. It does require that school
boards designate the environmental hazards involved for whatever
tax levy, which is now currently under the statute as applied
to. See t he r e i s a separate tax levy now allowed for our
schools that we have had for some time so we could identify and
clearly for the budget and the public what is going into
asbestos removal and that will also be for environmental hazard
abatement. The tax levy would go from 3.5 to 5.2 cents because
of this increased cost of asbestos removal and t ha t wou l d be
included in the amendment. There would also be an additional
yearly requirement to, by the Commissioner of Education , t o
report on this problem and finally again clarifying the school
district authority to issue bonds to pay for these projects. We
very much need this bill. We appreciate the Speaker putting i t
on the agenda because of this crisis that we are facing in our
schools. I did pass out an article from the Lincoln paper about
our problems and so with that I would ask for the adoption of
the amendment and be happy to answer questions about it if there

PRESIDENT: Senator Hall, please, followed by Senator Hefner.

SENATOR HALL : Th ank yo u , Nr. President, and members. The
Wesely amendment is to LB 706 which is a bill, as he st a t e d, I
brought before the Banking and Insurance Committee, deals with
changing the authority for NIFA with regard to allowing for
hazardous abatement projects to be funded for schools. I n other
words, it expanded their lending authority so that schools could
use the low interest loans that NIFA offers for the permanent
abatement of hazardous materials. A sbestos fell in that
category but t h er e were a number of other areas that it would
provide for specifically one of the issues that we talked about
yesterday, the underground storage tank issue is a problem for
many school districts who in the past have had to store their
own petroleum products or other liquid hazardous materials
underground. So the bill, itself, is a bill that had little or

are any.
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we can dedicate it to the bonds and that is a very clear and
distinct way to do it so that people know exa, l y how much i t i s
costing them.

SENATOR P I RSCH: Hav e we also expanded the program from just
asbestos t o a n y ha z a r d o us w a s t e ?

SENATOR WESELY: We have done that. I think we did t hat last
year, I'm not s ure, but why we did that was the underground
tanks and especially up in Omaha came to light and they decided,
gee, we are going to have to spend a lot on that darn thing now

SENATOR PIRSCH: But that isn't changed by this amendment?

SENATOR WESELY: I don't think so.

SENATOR PIRSCH: I t wou l d s t i l l ap p ' t o t h e sa me?

SENATOR WESELY: Currently already.
. .

SENATOR PIRSCH: Okay, thank you.

PRESIDENT: Senator Hefner, please. Senator Wesely, would you
l i k e t o c l os e, p l e a se .

SENATOR WESELY: Th ank you . I apologize, this a g ain, t h i s
amendment is based on LB 562 as it came out of committee. I t
helps the schools to allow them the flexibility to, i f t h ey so
chose , i s sue bo nd s to pay fo r their as be tos and o t he r
environmental hazardous mandates that they are facing. I t i s
suppor te d by t he scho o l s across the state and I would ask for
your adoption of the amendment.

PRESIDENT: Th a n k y ou . T he question is t h e adoption of the
Wesely amendment. All those in favor vote aye, opposed v o t e
n ay. Reco r d , N r . Cl e r k , p l ea se .

CLERK: 2 6 a yes , 0 n ay s , Nr. P r e s i d e n t , on t h e adopt i o n o f
Senator Wesely's amendment.

PRESIDENT: The Wesely amendment is adopted . How. . .

CLERK: Nothing further on the bill, Nr. President.

too .
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LB 571 .

record?

this time I would just urge you to vote to advance the bill.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y o u. Any discussion on the advancement
of the bill? Sen ator Hefner,anything further? Thank you .
Shal l L B 5 71 b e adv an c e d t o E & R? Those i n fa v o r vo t e aye ,
opposed n ay . Hav e y o u a l l vo t ed ? Record, p l eas e .

CLERK: 27 a ye s , 0 n ay s , Mr . Pr e si d en t , on the a dvancement of

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 571 Is advanced. Have you matters for the

CLERK: Mr . President, Senator Hall has amendments to LB 562 to
be pr i n t e d , a n d you r Committee on Gov ernment, Military and
Veterans Affairs whose Chair is Senator Baack, r epor t s LB 8 37 t o
Genera l Fi l e . (See page 99 1 o f t he Leg i s l at i v e Jou r n a l . ) That
is all that I have, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you . Sena t or Johnson , p l ea s e, y ou r

SENATOR L. J OH NSON: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
I move that we ad >ourn un t i l 9 : 00 a .m . , Febru ar y 2 7.

SPEAKER BARRETT: You ' v e h ea r d t h e motion offered by Senato r
Johnson to adjourn until nine o' clock tomorrow morning. A l l i n
favor of that motion s ay aye . Opp o s e d n o . Ayes have it, motion
c arr i e d , w e a r e ad j ou r n e d .

l i gh t i s on .
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